




10 Stream Team Fall 2010 Newsletter  •  www.streamteam.info

Join the Stream Team Group  
on Facebook!

Stream Team members now have a way to interact with each 
other through the social media site, Facebook.  You must have a 
Facebook profile set up to join.  Once you are on Facebook, just go 

to “groups” and enter “Thurston Stream Team”.  You’ll be all set to join in on the fun! 
Learn about new activities coming up, post messages and interact with other Stream 
Team members. For quality control, the posting of photos, videos and links must be 
done through the administrator of the site, Tumwater Coordinator, Debbie Smith.

with its tree trunks and root wads, 
provides important components to a 
healthy stream, such as places for small 
salmon to hide from predators and deep 
pools to rest in as they are maturing and 
getting ready for their journey to the sea.

Now that you know how beneficial 
it is to plant along our streams, we hope 
you will join us for one of our many 
scheduled revegetation projects this fall!  
(For a list of fall planting projects see the 
Calendar of Events on page 11.)

Your winter garden is also a likely home to a variety of butterflies pausing for 
winter in varying life stages and using different micro-habitats according to each 
species’ preference. Noted naturescaping author and wildlife biologist, Russell Link, 
cautions us that “overzealous fall cleaning of yards and gardens can remove the 
very stuff that many butterflies depend on to get through the winter,” including leaf 
litter and dry perennial stalks, which are particularly used by butterflies that pupate 
on or near the ground. If you ignore our advice and do some fall tidying anyway, 
you might inadvertently prune a stalk with a chrysalis attached. In that case, Link 
advises, use a clothespin to reattach the stalk near where you clipped it—and where 
you can observe it to watch the larva awaken in the spring! 

To provide more winter habitat, Elliott and I both save our pruning and clean up 
chores for spring, by which time a lot of the brown stuff has become natural mulch 
in our planting beds—saving us a little work!

Finally, during fall and winter, plants are dormant, making it a great time for 
adding new plants and moving plants that aren’t appropriately sited. The reduced 
daylight hours encourage us to move our gardening activity indoors: to learn and 
make plans for new landscaping projects. If you’re looking for ideas to make your 
landscape more pleasing to you and local birds and butterflies, consider attending 
the “Naturescaping for Water & Wildlife” workshop on Thursday, Nov. 18 (see 
calendar on page 11) for more info.

Hibernating Habitat  w continued from page 3

Revegetation 
Projects  w continued from page 6

Join Stream Team at the 21st Annual 
Nisqually Watershed Festival

The 21st annual Nisqually Watershed Festival will be held on September 25th 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge. This year’s festival 
includes numerous exciting entertainment acts, activities and exhibits for kids of 
all ages. The main stage will feature reptiles and birds, music and dancing. The 
Red Salmon story tent will be back along with the Drain Dare trailer for kids and 
Fin, the Wild Olympic Salmon. There will be activities and exhibits from many 
conservation-minded agencies and organizations including fish printing, plywood 
fish painting, a touch tank and much, much more. You should, of course, bring your 
appetite: The famous Nisqually Salmon Bake will again be available. This event is 
FREE, except for the food, as the Refuge waives the usual fee for the festival. 



Calendar of Events w

Tumwater Community Day
Sat., Sept. 11 • 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Tumwater City Hall, 555 Israel Rd. SW 
To volunteer for the Stream Team 
booth, contact Debbie @ 360-754-4148 
or dmsmith@ci.tumwater.wa.us

Salmon Stewards  
Field Training  
@ Tumwater Falls Park
Sat., Sept. 18 • 10 a.m. – Noon 
To register, contact Debbie  
@ 360-754-4148  
or dmsmith@ci.tumwater.wa.us

Tumwater Falls Festival
Sun., Oct. 3 • Noon – 4 p.m.
To volunteer, contact Debbie  
@ 360-754-4148  
or dmsmith@ci.tumwater.wa.us

Upper Yelm Creek Planting
Sun., Oct. 10 • Noon – 2 p.m.
Yelm. To register, contact Ann Marie  
@ 360-754-3355 ext. 6857  
or finanam@co.thurston.wa.us

Spurgeon Creek Planting
Sun., Oct. 24 • Noon – 2 p.m.
Near Rich Road and Lattin’s Cider Mill 
To register, contact Ann Marie  
@ 360-754-3355 ext. 6857  
or finanam@co.thurston.wa.us

Percival Creek Planting
Sat., Nov. 6 • 10 a.m. – Noon
Sapp Rd. behind Streamland Estates 
Contact Debbie @ 360-754-4148  
or dmsmith@ci.tumwater.wa.us

Salmon Stewards  
Field Training  
@ McLane Creek Nature Trail
Sat., Nov. 13 • 10 a.m. – Noon
To register, contact Ann Marie  
@ 360-754-3355 ext. 6857  
or finanam@co.thurston.wa.us

Naturescaping for Water  
& Wildlife Workshop
Thurs., Nov. 18 • 6:30 – 9:30 p.m.
Olympia. Registration required. 
Contact Native Plant Salvage Project  
@ 360-867-2166  
or nativeplantsalvage@gmail.com
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Water-wise Plant Sale
Sun., Sept. 19 • 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Rain or shine at the WSU Extension/County Parks offices, 4131 Mud Bay Rd. W 

This plant sale is sponsored by the Native Plant Salvage Foundation and features horticulture 
experts and hundreds of hard-to-find native and ornamental shrubs, perennials, grasses, and 
groundcovers.

For more information or directions, call 360-867-2164 or see www.nativeplantsalvage.org

Reinventing Your Lawn Workshop
Tues., Sept. 21 • 7 – 9 p.m.
Tumwater, River’s Edge Restaurant (at the Tumwater Valley Golf Course) 
4611 Tumwater Valley Drive, Tumwater

Landscape professional, Howard Stenn will share years of experience on how to deal with 
pests and weeds, maintain a healthy lawn, and what to do in the fall to get your lawn ready 
for winter and next year’s picnics!

To register, call 360-867-2582 or register on-line at www.co.thurston.wa.us/health/ehcsg  

(Sponsored by Tumwater and Thurston Co. stormwater utilities and Thurston County 
Common Sense Gardening program.)

Nisqually Watershed Festival
Sat., Sept. 25 • 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Nisqually Wildlife Refuge, 141 Nisqually Cutoff Rd. SE, Olympia

For more information, call 360-438-8715 or email info@nisquallyriver.org

http://www.fws.gov/nisqually/events/watershed_fest.html

Betsy earned her free “P.S. I Love You” 
bag by participating in four types of 
Stream Team events:

•	Macro-monitoring
•	Salmon Stewarding
•	Tree Planting
•	Educational/Workshop

Earn your own tote bag and show every-
one that Puget Sound is in your heart! 
Look for the “P.S. I Love You” stamp next 
to the events in our calendar; all qualifying 
events will be marked with the “P.S. I Love 
You” stamp.
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The Salmon Are Back!
Check out the article on page 7 to find out where you can go to view Chinook and chum salmon returning  

to streams in Thurston County to spawn.  This is a once-a-year event you won’t want to miss!




